For the moment, this is a zone going from Afghanistan through the wider Middle East to North Africa and then West Africa, where the greatest dangers exist. There are persons of good will in all these countries working to protect cultural heritage, often working in conditions which put their lives in danger. We must build a wave of support for these protection efforts, especially so that people in war-torn areas are aware that others are concerned with their fate. After the destruction of the Second World War, the newly created UNESCO continued these efforts to protect the cultural heritage of humanity, in particular the 1954 Hague Convention, "The Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the event of armed conflict". 
